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Abstract: 

Multicultural Literature in ELT curriculum aids the learners to learn the language along 
with the culture. It caters to the needs of culturally diverse groups and helps them to 
understand different cultural backgrounds. Applying traditional strategies and using 
mundane literary texts in language classrooms never instigate the learners or trigger their 
creative thinking skills. The know-how of various ethnic groups, fables, myths, tales and 
folklore induces the learners’ social sensitivity towards the needs of others and creates 
awareness on cultural similarities and differences. Thus, the efficient application of 
literary texts in language classrooms may rouse the language learning interests among 
learners and also shapes them as proficient intercultural communicators. The main aim of 
this paper is to analyse the role of multicultural literary texts in ELT curriculum.  
Key words: Multicultural Literature, ELT Curriculum, Cultural Similarities, Inter 
Cultural Communicators. 

 

 

 It is widely believed and accepted that a foreign language can be learnt effectively and 

efficiently by only internalising its own culture, tradition and historical background. The use of 

Multicultural text may serve the above noted purpose of learning English as a second language in 

language classrooms. It can be achieved by adopting multicultural literature in ELT curriculum. 

According to Cai the Multicultural Literatures are mainly used in the curriculum “to challenge 

the dominant ideologies, affirm the values and experiences of historically under represented 

cultures, foster acceptance and appreciation of cultural diversity, develop sensitivity to social 

inequalities, and encourage transformation of the self and society’’. (p. 134). To use the 

Multicultural Literature texts, the following investigation of instructional practices can be 

adopted: 

 1. Language Teachers must believe in the value of multicultural literature and strive hard 

to incorporate it into the ELT curriculum. 

 2.Language Teachers can implement multicultural literature in language classrooms to 

teach students to think creatively and critically about the culture and society in which they live. 
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 3. Language Teachers should allow the students to participate in a variety of language 

activities that stimulate discussions and promote interests in the themes and issues involved in 

the readings. 

 4. Language Teachers should encourage the students to read a variety of genres in 

multicultural Literature. 

 5. Computer Assisted Language Learning can also be used to enhance students’ 

experiences with Multicultural literature. 

 6. Language Teachers should prepare carefully when integrating multicultural literature 

in language learning process. 

 The Multicultural Literature courses in English Language Curriculum comprises of many 

literary texts authored by many writers around the world. Each and every writer differs in their 

styles and themes. They embrace various themes like intercultural conflicts, race, displacements, 

linguistic differences, cultural heterogeneity and many other historical issues which brought vast 

social changes. So the teachers have to be very careful in selecting and introducing the Multi-

cultural Literature in language Classrooms. Text can create not only knowledge but also the very 

reality they appear to describe and the language to be learnt. It is significant that the teachers 

should familiarize the students with multi cultural literary texts by teaching the reading 

strategies. By reading the texts the readers can produce text within text, by interpreting the 

readers can produce a text upon the text and by criticizing the readers can produce text against 

the text. The teachers also have major responsibilities to devise ways for the students to use the 

works of art fruitfully. 

  Need to study it first. Before teaching a piece of multicultural literature, Willis  

  and Palmer (1998) suggest that teachers do some research into it: They should  

  compile a biographical sketch of the author, a historical review of the setting, a  

  historical review of the period in which the author wrote, and a listing of cultural  

  footnotes to enhance an understanding of the novel. [The research would give  

  teachers and their students] a better understanding of the culture under study.  

  (p.148) 

Teachers are the cultural mediators and the language trainers. The teachers’ indepth knowledge 

in the multicultural literary texts should aid the students to value the different cultures easily. 
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Understanding the various cultures by reading the story leads the students to experience some 

knowledge of people, their beliefs and values. These understandings induce the students’ 

curiosity to know about the world beyond what they know. The curiosity in turn creates interest 

to explore different places and people by reading and hearing stories from Multi cultural literary 

texts. It is also clear that including the Multi-cultural literature in ELT curriculum requires 

proper planning and training. Several strategies can also be used or required for making Multi 

cultural literary texts to serve its purpose in ELT curriculum effectively. One such important 

strategy is introducing the works to the minority children. The experiences gained by other 

children vary from minority. Other children need to learn about cultures and diversity mainly to 

acquire a better understanding of the people whom they encounter when they are away from their 

community of people who they have seen so far and thought and behaved just like they do. There 

is a hope that educators provide students with educational experiences that foster the 

appreciation and understanding of all people with different culture. This aim can be achieved 

only by teaching students the stories of others so that they can begin to welcome the difference 

as a way of learning, understanding and experiencing. The experiences of minority children 

differ fully as they gain a kind of confidence to meet all the challenges which they encounter in 

real life. By looking at people of the same cultural ethnicity, they start to experience and 

understand what they need to do to grow further.  

 The duties of the teachers never end with the introduction of texts. Further, they should 

develop classroom activities, case studies and projects for the students to change them into the 

active learners. The traditional instructional methods like giving lectures on a particular topic, 

providing work sheets never foster the needs or create interests to learn. The students should be 

allowed to explore and research on various ethnic groups, fables, myths, tales and folklore and as 

such they have to be allowed to present in the class. This way of exploring various cultures 

induces the learners social sensitivity towards the needs of others and awareness on cultural 

similarities and differences. By demonstrating the key factors which had learnt in multi cultural 

literary texts also enrich their higher order thinking skills. These demonstrations can be 

performed in the class in the form of conducting interviews, giving presentations and creating 

stories of characters from varied cultures. The growth of the Higher order thinking skills help the 
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students to behave themselves as socially responsible citizens by the way of better understanding 

of people and social organizations. 

 The students’ exposure to multicultural literature in Language classrooms offer them an 

exciting and challenging range of world literature, culture, histories, politics, identity crisis, 

racism, migration and so on. Thus, the efficient application of Multi cultural literary texts in 

language classrooms may rouse the language learning interests among the learners and also 

shapes them as proficient intercultural communicators. 
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